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by the University of Southern California’s 
Annenberg School for Communication and 
Journalism. Since 2002, Bruce has been the 
host of Newstalk, a daily mid-morning news 
show, where he has hosted more than 11,000 
guests over 3,300 episodes. Bruce continues 
to be an active and beloved member of both 
his community and his church, the All Souls 
Unitarian Church, where he was a former 
trustee. For his work, Bruce was given the Pil-
lar of Faith Award by the Howard University 
School of Divinity. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of Congress are fa-
miliar with Bruce’s excellence here on tele-
vision. I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Bruce DePuyt for 23 years of extraor-
dinary work and service as news anchor and 
reporter with NewsChannel 8 and as a favorite 
of the national capital region. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
January 30, 2017, I was not present for votes 
due to illness. Had I been present, on Roll 
Call vote 66, I would have voted YES, and on 
Roll Call vote 67, I would have voted YES. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF SUE SCHOO-
NER OF GIRLS’ GROUP FOR RE-
CEIVING THE ATHENA ORGANI-
ZATIONAL LEADERSHIP AWARD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sue Schooner, founder of Girls’ 
Group, for receiving the ATHENA Organiza-
tional Leadership Award. Sue has leveraged 
her background in management to create a 
first-class organization that helps girls in need. 

Ms. Schooner founded Girls Group in 2003 
to provide support for young women to 
achieve self-sufficiency by becoming first-gen-
eration college graduates. The group supports 

approximately 300 middle school through col-
lege age girls through a variety of programs. 
These include in-school programs in partici-
pating middle and high schools that promote 
academic and college planning, as well as 
one-on-one mentoring and homework support 
groups to provide further academic assistance. 
Girls Group also offers College Prep tours to 
historically black colleges and universities as 
well as other colleges in the Midwest. This 
comprehensive offering has been integral to 
providing young women with access to oppor-
tunities and establishing support networks to 
help them succeed academically and profes-
sionally. 

The growth and success of Girls Group is a 
testament to Ms. Schooner’s hard work and 
dedication to the organization. Through the 
work of Girls Group staff and volunteers, hun-
dreds of young women have been empowered 
to pursue their dreams. The group has also 
played a pivotal role in helping the girls’ emo-
tional and life skills development, and the 
record of success in improving these girls’ 
lives speaks to the impact that Girls Group 
has had. The organization and staff continue 
to inspire, and it is my hope that the organiza-
tion continues to be a positive force in the 
community in the years ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Sue Schooner for her work with 
Girls Group. The group has enabled young 
women in southeast Michigan to achieve their 
academic and life goals through its multi-
faceted academic and support programs. 
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CELEBRATING THE 80TH BIRTH-
DAY OF MR. CHESTER ZAWADSKI 
OF PACIFIC, MISSOURI 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. 
Chester Zawadski, who celebrated his 80th 
birthday in November 2016. His family is look-
ing forward to celebrating this momentous oc-
casion with him in February of this year. 

Mr. Zawadski bravely served our nation in 
the Army during the Korean War. His years of 
service included time at Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Missouri and also in Germany. 

Hammond, Indiana is where Mr. Zawadski 
was born and raised. He and his wife Beverly 
lived in Indiana until his retirement from serv-
ing as a Lake County Probation Officer in 
2009. At the time of his retirement Mr. and 
Mrs. Zawadski moved to Pacific, Missouri to 
live closer to their grandchildren. Chester and 
Beverly were married for 40 years until her 
passing. 

Throughout his life Mr. Zawadski has en-
joyed staying up to date on current political 
events, spending time with his grandchildren, 
raising chickens and reading. He has also 
been involved with Toastmasters and the 
Knights of Columbus. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. 
Chester Zawadski on the celebration of his 
80th birthday. 
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PRESIDENT TRUMP’S 
DISGRACEFUL EXECUTIVE ORDER 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in opposition to President Trump’s 
disgraceful Executive Order indefinitely sus-
pending the settlement of Syrian refugees and 
banning anyone from six other Muslim-majority 
countries from coming to America. This ill-con-
ceived and unconstitutional action is immoral, 
un-American, and a threat to our national se-
curity. 

The refugees President Trump is turning 
away are in desperate circumstances. Like the 
millions of American Immigrants who came 
before them, they are searching for a better 
future for themselves and their families. By 
banning their entry, the Trump Administration 
dishonors the commitment we made to count-
less women and children from Syria who have 
successfully complied with our strict vetting 
process. This irresponsible executive order 
does little to protect us from terrorism, but it 
does institutionalize a prejudice against Mus-
lims. Moreover, it makes us more susceptible 
to home-grown terrorism. In a nation founded 
by immigrants, it is our duty as Americans to 
call upon President Trump to rescind this ex-
ecutive order. 
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